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in Moscow. We are trying to make up for the weight
everybody lost during the months of undernourishment.

" The question : Can we or can't we hold Leningrad ? no
longer arises. The question is : How soon will the Germans
abandon their Leningrad positions ? The Germans have
built very powerful fortifications here, and they would be
more than reluctant to abandon them. They will not
abandon them voluntarily. But there is one question which
here, in Leningrad, is in everybody's mind; and that is the
Second Front. Because we are convinced that if only the
Germans were compelled to withdraw ten division from this
front, they would have to withdraw altogether, because we'd
push them out then. And the bombardments of Leningrad
would automatically cease.

"There are thirty German divisions on the Leningrad
front, though looking at the map you see that it isn't a large
front. This summer, when the Germans feared we would
widen still further the gap in the blockade, they brought
reinforcements from the Kalinin front. Among them were
troops which had taken part in the storming of Sebastopol.
They had another crack at Leningrad in July but with no
effect.

"But they will hang on as long as they can. It's a matter
of prestige. Leningrad is the second capital of the Soviet
Union; they've also got to consider Finland. If they
abandon Leningrad, Finland automatically drops out of the
war. But it's all quite pointless, and they can't do any-
thing, except vent their rage and fury and disappointment
on our civilian population. They claim to be shelling
railway stations and factories. But except the Kirov works,
which they can't help hitting, they have never shelled any
factory, except by chance. Actually they are trying to
spread panic. But it all has little effect, and it's really a
waste of shells. We have lived through much worse times
than this, and we are determined to stiek'it to the end. All
the shelling does is to deepen the fearful hatred every man,
woman and child in this town feels for the Germans. The